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April 9, 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Community Members of RSU 13: 
 
Spring has finally arrived and as the weather improves and temperatures rise, I am sure we 
are all pleased to be able to spend more time on outdoor activities. It’s nice to be able to open 
the windows and enjoy the fresh breezes.  
 
I wanted to take a moment and tell you all how things are going now and a bit about planning 
for our Fall reopening.  In the last several weeks, we have experienced multiple cases of 
individuals associated with our schools who have tested positive for COVID 19; in this last 
week alone, at the time of this writing, we have had five such cases, and the past four weeks 
have doubled, and in some cases, more than tripled our COVID-related data involving case 
numbers, close contacts, and schools in outbreak status. Every one of our RSU 13 schools has 
been impacted to a greater or lesser degree. However, due to our hybrid schedules at middle 
and high school, and the four-day per week elementary schedules, we have not had to close 
our schools at all, but only to have close contacts associated with the schools quarantine for a 
period of time. Our mission of Stay Safe and Stay Open has worked well for us during this 
challenging year. Given the trend in numbers of COVID cases impacting our schools, we have 
determined to maintain the current schedules. If conditions change, or the CDC makes a 
determination to change the requirements for in person instruction, of course we will revisit 
this.  
    
Our goal for Fall, what we are planning for, is fully in-person instruction, five days per week in 
all of our schools. Thankfully, we have received funding from our Federal government that will 
allow us to accomplish this goal, and to further improve both our programming and 
infrastructure without an increase in the general fund budget. Our planning for the use of 
COVID-related funds will be shared with the RSU 13 School Board in an upcoming workshop.   
      
I would like you to know that our teachers, support staff, and administrators have been 
working very hard to provide our students with the best education possible, under difficult 
circumstances. I am very proud of their efforts and of how we have all worked together to meet 
this challenge. I am also very grateful for the continued support of our parents and 

communities, for truly, we all want the same thing for the students; great schools, great 
instruction and social and emotional support.   
  
I wish you a very happy upcoming April break, and kindly ask that you help us remain safe by 
continuing to follow the CDC guidelines for mask wearing, travel guidance, and prescreening 
upon return to school. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
John C. McDonald 
Superintendent of Schools 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Travel%20Guide%204.8.21.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Pre-Screening%20Tool_11.pdf

